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attention. Under its provisions, an attempt is made
to attack tlie franchise, not only to property, but to
proved capacity in all its manifestations, to confer it
not simply on the men who contribute a certain
amount to the revenue, but on every man who has
taken honours at a High School or at College, on
everybody who can pass an examination with credit,
on every foreman of a workshop or factory. The
Idea is to confer power not on the Many, but on the
strongest among the Many. The experiment, how-
ever, is at present confined to Provincial and Com-
muiial Elections; and we have yet to see whether an
electoral system, which would be attended by pecu-
liar difficulties in England, can be successfully carried
out even in Belgium- On the whole, there is only
one country in which the question of the safest and
most workable form, of democratic government has
been adequately discussed, and the results of discus-
sion tested by experiment. This is the United States
of America. American experience has, I think, shown
that, by wise Constitutional provisions thoroughly
thought out beforehand, Democracy may be made
tolerable. The public powers are carefully defined ;
the mode in which they are to be exercised is fixed ;
and the amplest securities are taken that none of the
more important Constitutional arrangements shall be
altered without every guarantee of caution and every
opportunity for deliberation. The expedient is not